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Symposium: Youth Education and Democracy 2008

Education makes people easy to govern but im- Abstract

possible to enslave; education makes people easy THE YOUTH AND THE YOUTHED:

to lead but difficult to drive (Lord Brougham) Towards a literate Democratic Nigeria .
Indigent youths in the rural areas roam

about and are exposed to robbery, gangs, or sexi
ual exploitation. Parents in these rural communi-
ties watch helplessly as their children go to prison or even die as &
result of trying to procure abortion. The cost of youth crime is im-
mense. A society that ignores the plight of restless and restive
youths !s. §|tt|ng on a keg of gun powdeil h e. .p oor yo LThe acceptable under
ous activities are costly for the youths, their victims, and the sys- standing and practice o
tem. The earlier youth poverty is tackled, the better to avoid theirt he wor d 0
growing up not only unemployable adults but adult that will that IS quite different from

sometimes impede the democratic process. For democracy to be LLLogel el R L S L I C
P P ' y the election in Nigeria Power somehow was in the hands of

effective, therefore, as potential leaders and voters, youths must jgnorant youths who were recruited by the desperate politi-
be given meaningful education that will ensure that they earn liv- cians to operate various weapons at the command of their
able wages as well as be positioned to make the right choiceglP@ymasters and thereafter Power belonged to the ac-
and to lead effectively. | hope our symposium today will engag el
all of us vigorously enough to be participants in youth educatio
for our democracy to be meaningful. | hope we have a fruitful sym
posium and discussion session.

Professor Christiana Okechukwu, Ph.D.

Abstract

tiny. This paper opines that while attributing large propor-
tion of this sorry situation to poverty and ignorance, educa-
tion remains the only therapy that can inform, enlighten
and empower the youths socially, politically and economi-
cally for positive transformation of their energy in favour of
sustainable democracy.

POLITICAL EDUCATION, YOU
EMPOWERMENT AND SUSTAI
ABLE DEMOCRACY IN NIGERI
THE ROLE OF MASS MEDIA:

Contemporary Nigerian youths no doubt, are faced with lots of
economic, cultural, political and sundry problems. On the political
front, which is the main thrust of this paper, the youths are far
from the mainstream politics. At best, the youths are used to ac-
complish nefarious political agenda by greedy adult politicians
who pay the youths peanuts and dump them afterward. This pa-
per explores through critical analysis, the place of youths in Nige-

ri ads democratic governance and
to execute anti democratic acts by the older generation of Nigeri-
ans. It further advocates for the inculcation of sound education
(with emphasis on political education) on the youths as a potent
way of empowering them to fathom and resist attempts to ma-
nipulate them for personal aggrandizement. The paper concludes
with a number of recommendations on what the mass media
organs in the country could do to help in empowering and mobi-
lizing the youths for active participation in the democratic
processes as well as democratic sustenance. 67

Audience at The Symposium



Symposium papers

Mrs. Ifeoma Nkeiruka Gbulie, BA (Hons),
PGDE, a retired Educator, Anambra State
Education Commission. Awka, Nigeria is an _
administrator, and a public servant. She was
the principal of G.S.S Abagana, Anambra |
State from 1974 tol9/
Enugu, Enugu State, from 1984 to 1991. As
an administrator, she was the Chairperson o
Board of Anambra State Commission for
Women, from 1991 to 1992, the Executive
Secretary of Anambra State Commission for.——/ &
Women, from 1994 to 1997, Director of Ad | =
ministration, Anambra State Education Cc}mN
mission from 1997 to 1999, and Member, f v
Anambra State Education Commission, 199é :
4 2003.

In her presentation during the Inwelle annual
symposium held on December 18, 2008, [
Mrs. Gbulie pleaded with commissioners of
Education in the eastern states to pay seri-
ous attention to you
education is the bedrock of every society that hopes to
thrive. According to her, education in the 21st century is a
whole new ball game. She empathized with the youths and
their plights given what had happened to education in the
eastern states. Mrs. Gbulie insisted that parents in her gen-
eration focused strongly on the education of their children
because of the power of education to mould better human
beings. She attributed the loss of zeal in learning among
the youths in eastern states to the fact that schools are
collapsing. olf you put
she said, o0the children

Mrs. Ghulie enjoined the government to do everything in its
power to ensure that those children who, against all odds,
were able to get a university education must get a job to
prevent their being restless and restive and beome tools
for thug recruiters. She further stated that as a result of
poor conditions in public schools parents have resorted to
sending their children to private schools. The fall out then
becomes a beautiful result from some #stitutions that

have embraced cheating as their value for achieving re-
sults. As for the teachers, she emphasized
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Featuring Mrs. Ifeoma Gbulie: The Star Advisor of the year 2008

that because the society had stuck to the
idea that the teach:
heaven, the classrooms were filled with
teachers devoid of motivation and that
basing promotion of such teachers on
results of students had given rise to or-
ganized cheating. In a system where val-
ues had gone this haywire, she la-
mented, educated people were relegated
to the background while illiterate money
bags were given the pride of place to
address audiences on many occasions.
She wondered how useful such people
would be, given that they have money

but have nothing useful to say to the
society. However, she implored the
teachers to be dedicated as those who
work in the Lordds
their garden for them.

Shefurther emphasized the need for the
sonietydo help the children find their

ways and become useful members of the society. 8ording

to Mrs. Ghulie, the United Nations oberves the International
Day of the African Child pre
nothing at the growing perio
are digging a grave for the
these words: oParents feel s
thugs. A real educated youth that has found himself and is
properly engaged would shun nefarious activities. A simple
test to be employed is any time politicians offers you money

c hi | d rfoethugdeny, cleckif their gHildrea arey among yiom geople, 1fé
b e ¢ o meyourindulgg ih killing, even if you are not caught, it will smear

your hand and will follow you for life. In order to be part of
sustainable development for the society, if you know that
somet hing is bad, do not do

Mrs. Gbuliealso warned of the danger imminent in the soci-
ety in which more girls are beoming more educated that the
boys in the foll owing word-s:
cause if the boys are not educated, the girls will be forced to
marry semiilliterates who become a danger to marriages
because they will seek to control and this will bring instability
in the homes. 6
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